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Misfit is our adventure back into Cabernet Franc. We have not made a varietal Cab Franc since our 1988 So-
noma County Russian River Valley release.  Although we harvest a small amount of Cab Franc every year, most 
of it goes into our reserve blends like Reflexion and Seventy or we sell it to other small wineries. We finally had 
enough grapes in 2018 to showcase this stellar varietal.  

 
APPELLATION 
Paso Robles Westside Estate 
 

GRAPE VARIETIES 
Cabernet Franc 

SOIL   
The Live Oak Vineyard is very steep and has Calcareous soil. In fact, the free lime in 
the soil is between 21 to 42 percent. The slopes are very steep and the vineyard is 
South facing. The soils range from a PH of 7.8 to 8.2 
 
 

VINEYARD 
The grapes were all grown on our estate vineyards on the West side of Paso Robles.  

VINIFICATION: 
The grapes picked on 10/26/2018 and then crushed to a stainless steel tank and chilled to 40 
degrees to retain all the fruit character. The grapes were kept at 40 degrees for 15 days of cold 
soaking to extract as much flavor and color as possible. During the cold soaking phase, the 
grapes were pumped over once a day to keep the top of the cap wet and to further extract fla-
vor.  After 15 days the grapes were yeasted.  After yeasting, the grapes were pumped over up 
to five times a day to push the cap back into the juice to further extract color and flavor. After 
fermentation, the grapes were kept on the skins for another three weeks of extended Macera-
tion. The wine was finally pressed on 11/20/2018 after spending 40 days on the skins. 

 
ALCOHOL 
15.4 
 
CASES PRODUCED  
90 
 
BOTTLING DATE; 
9/12/2020 
 
TASTING NOTES:   
Cabernet Franc is the parent grape of both Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. It results 
in a complex red wine with aromas of raspberry, strawberry and bramble (had to look 
that one up). Erich Russell’s Cab Franc will enlighten you! Ready to drink now, but 
could do well with cellaring. Our Cab Franc is more approachable than many. The 
taste will burst with an initial bolt of juicy fruit and coco that is smoothed out on the 
finish with baking spice-like flavors from oak aging.   
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