
Syrah, also known as Shiraz in Australia, is one of the 

most noble grapes of the Rhône Valley, and by far the most 
widely planted Rhone variety in California. It is a key compo-
nent in both our Allure de Robles Rhône Style Red Wine and 
our Allure de Robles Rose’.  
 
In the northern Rhône, Syrah is typically made as a varietal 
wine, at times co-fermented or blended with small amounts of 
Viognier.  In the southern Rhône, Syrah is an important 
blending varietal, and second only to Grenache in acreage.  It 
partners lends to Grenache-based blends darker color, struc-
ture, tannin and ageability. 
 
The first records of Syrah in the United States show it arriv-
ing in California in 1878, but it remained scarce until quite 
recently, with only 1,200 tons harvested in 1992. As Califor-
nia winemakers recognize its potential, the acreage increased 
nearly one hundredfold in ten years, and 101,500 tons of 
Syrah were harvested in California in 2002. Syrah is now the 
most widely planted Rhône varietal in California, with 19,226 
acres planted in 2009. Although it is occasionally confused 
with the California varietal Petite Sirah, they are separate 
varietals (most experts believe most of what is called Petite Sirah is a cross of the varietals Pe-
loursin and Durif).  
 
Syrah is quite vigorous and thrives when given warm days, poor soils, and sun. Because it is so 
vigorous, it requires extra canopy management (to expose the fruit to the sun for ripening) and 
aggressive crop thinning. Unlike most other varietals, its canes extend down toward the ground 
rather than up toward the sun, and therefore it is the one varietal permitted to be trellised instead 
of head-pruned in Châteauneuf-du-Pape. It ripens earlier than any of the other red Rhône varie-
tals, and we typically harvest it throughout the month of September. 
 
Syrah's small clusters and small berries produce juice with concentrated flavors and significant 
tannin. The Syrah grape itself is thick-skinned and dark, almost black. Wines made from Syrah are 
intense with a dark purple-black color. The wines taste of blackberry and black raspberry fruit, 
smoke, tar and black pepper, and have a smooth supple texture. Syrah reflects minerality well, and 
the chalky character of the tannins provides a wonderful backbone to softer, fruitier varietals such 
a Grenache. 


